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Abstract. The form var. limbifera (Escalera), considered hitherto as a variety 
of Smaragdina gratiosa (Lucas), is recognized as a distinct species. 
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Gynandrophtalma limbifera was described by Escalera (1928: 432), as a 
variety of Clythra gratiosa (Lucas, 1845: 124). The name limbifera has been 
omitted in the catalogue of Winkler (1929) and quoted by Kocher (1958) in his 
catalogue as a variety. 

The well-defined and well-correlated morphological differences between 
gratiosa and limbifera justify a recognition of the two taxa as two different, 
distinct species. The most important differential characters are: 

Smaragdina gratiosa (Lucas): 

Elytra greenish-blue or blue, with yellowish-orange apical spot, lateral bor¬ 
ders bluish, epipleura entirely black. Legs yellowish-orange, last two tarsomeres 
more or less darkened, usually brownish. Apical part of aedeagus shorter, in 
broad outline roundish, its sides slightly but distinctly sinuate (fig. 1). Rather 
videly distributed in Morocco and Algeria. 

Smaragdina limbifera (Escalera): 

Elytra green or green with golden reflex, with yellow or yellowish-orange 
apical spot and yellow marginal borders, epipleura entirely yellow. Legs usually 
entirely yellowish-orange, rarely last two tarsomeres slightly darkened, at most 
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pale brownish. Apical part of aedeagus longer, in broad outline triangular, its 
sides not or indistinctly sinuate (fig. 2). Known from Middle Atlas only. 



1-2 (orig.). Aedeagus in dorsal view: 1 - Smaragdina gratiosa (Luc.), 2-5. limbifera (Esc.) 


Material examined (author’s collection, M = male, F = female): 

S. gratiosa: Algeria, Tichy ad Beja'ia, 17.IV.1986, leg. Warchalowski, 1 M; 
Morocco, Middle Atlas: Ifrane, VI. 1949, 1 F, leg. Chopard; ibidem 19.VIII. 1963, 
1 M and 1 F, leg. Warchalowski; ibidem 29.VI. 1992, 1 F, leg. Vela; ad Azrou, 1 
M, leg. Thery; ibidem, 1.V.1998, 4 M and 5 F, leg. Warchalowski. 

S. limbifera: Morocco, Middle Atlas: ad Azrou, 1.V.1998, 1 M and 1 F, leg. 
Warchalowski; Col du Zad, 28.VI.1992, 3 M and 3 F, leg. Vela; Aguelm Azigza, 
V.1949, IF, leg. Panouse. 
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